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1. Purpose of Paper: 
 
The purpose of this paper is to inform the NHS Board on key items of discussion at 
NHS GGC Audit & Risk Committee. 
 
 
2. Recommendation: 
 
The Board is asked to note the key items of discussion at the recent meeting of the 
Audit & Risk Committee on 14th December 2021 as set out below and seek further 
assurance as required. 
 
 
3. Key Items of Discussion noting purpose; Assurance/Approval/Awareness. 
 

3.1 Information Governance Steering Group – Health Data Breach  
• For Assurance 
• The Audit & Risk Committee received the minutes of the Information 

Governance Steering Group presented by the Director of Finance. The 
minute contained information regarding reports to the ICO which led to 
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question from the Committee around the Board’s position in respect of 
the recent NHS GGC health data discussed in the Scottish Parliament. 

• The Audit and Risk Committee noted that the Board was in discussion 
with the Scottish Government and agreed further action would be taken 
to ensure ICO requirements are met.   
 

3.2 External Audit 
• For Assurance 
• The Audit & Risk Committee received a verbal update from Ms Liz 

Maconachie, Audit Scotland. The Committee were advised that audit 
planning would begin in January and that the date for certification had 
been brought forward one month to 31st August 2022.   

• Committee members noted that clarity around the Board’s reporting 
timetable was needed to ensure that assurances were in place in order 
for the Committee to recommend the 2022 accounts to the Board.  
 

3.3 Internal Audit – Procurement Report 
• For Assurance 
• The Audit & Risk Committee considered the paper Internal Audit 

Procurement Report presented by Ms Rachael Weir, Azets and Mr 
Chris Sanderson, Head of Procurement. The Committee noted that 
there had been several issues highlighted within the report around the 
application of procurement processes. In particular that arrangements 
for ensuring the completeness and accuracy of the contracts register 
and documentation for non-competitive contracts procured during the 
Covid-19 pandemic.  

• The Audit & Risk Committee noted that substantial improvement was 
required however acknowledged that the Covid-19 pandemic had put 
significant pressure on the Procurement Teams through the increased 
volumes of activity with PPE and kit for test sites and vaccination 
centres. The Committee took assurance that a restructure of the 
department had taken place and were assured that improvement would 
be seen through the agreed actions which will be subject to a follow up 
review.  

 
3.4 Risk Management 

• For Assurance 
• The Audit & Risk Committee were presented with the Risk 

Management Steering Group Annual Report presented by Mr M White, 
Director of Finance. The Committee noted the business and outcomes 
highlighted within the report that took place between April 2020 and 
August 2021.  

• The Audit & Risk Committee took assurance that satisfactory breadth 
of business was undertaken to allow the Group to fulfil its remit in lines 
with its terms of reference.  

 
3.5 Whistleblowing Report Q2 

• For Assurance 
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• The Audit & Risk Committee considered the paper Whistleblowing 
Report - Quarter 2 presented by Ms J Haynes, Corporate Services 
Manager. The Committee noted that there were 7 new whistleblowing 
cases received in the quarter, as well as 7 cases closed.  There were 
also 4 cases not taken forward via the whistleblowing process, as they 
did not meet the criteria. The average number of days to close a 
whistleblowing case remained high as a result of legacy cases which 
pre date the new National Whistleblowing Standards (which came into 
effect on 1 April 2021), however, all historical cases were now closed.  
It was noted that performance for Quarter 3 was so far 100% across 
both Stage 1 and 2 cases. 

• The Audit & Risk Committee were assured that the correct 
whistleblowing procedures were in place and noted in particular that 
there had been no cases indicating a culture of bullying within the Board. 
Action was taken from the Committee to promote guidance to staff, 
managers and services who find themselves subject to a whistleblowing 
allegation or investigation.  

 
3.6 Information Governance Annual Report 

• For Assurance 
• The Audit & Risk Committee considered the paper Information 

Governance Annual Report 2020/21 presented by Mr Stewart Whyte, 
Information Governance Manager.  The report detailed the work carried 
out by the Information Governance and Security Teams throughout the 
year 2020/21.  

• The Audit & Risk Committee were content to note assurance from the 
activity which took place across 2020/21. The Committee 
recommended to Mr Whyte that the Information Governance Group 
should look to promote good information governance through a 
communications strategy.  

 
4. Issues for referral to other Standing Committees or escalation to the NHS    
Board. 
 

The revised Corporate Risks will be referred to the appropriately identified 
Standing Committee for confirmation/ownership. 

 
5.  Date of Next Meeting: 15th March 2022 at 09.30am. 

 


