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Lee Savarrio - Chief of Dentistry Update (6-4-2020) 

 

I hope you all managed to have as peaceful and relaxed a weekend as possible.  

 GGCEDS over the weekend worked well with no significant issues or concerns 

reported. Around 100 patients were triaged, 12 attended for treatment, no covid 

patients were appointed. 

 

 The number of patients being referred through the PDS Special Care Hub is 

increasing, but, following further triage, the number actually attending for treatment 

is staying relatively stable. 

 

 I appreciate there is anxiety in the system about the use of appropriate PPE. I will 

discuss this more widely with clinical colleagues and review any additional literature 

available and provide a position report in my update by the end of the week. 

 

 Can I remind all GDS practices that in conjunction with updating your answer phone 

messages you should ensure that your practice website and Facebook pages also 

reflect the current arrangements for the emergency care of your patients. If patients 

have an emergency dental need, in normal working hours, they should contact the 

practice on the usual number.  

 

 PDS now have a ‘hot COVID response team’ established on EDTC, floor 1, GDH who 

will deal with any COVID registered or non registered patients requiring treatment 

following triage. 

 

 We are currently reviewing the requirements for the provision of GGCEDS services 

over the public holidays and will provide more information in the next few days.  

 

 We are working on some additional oral health ‘self help’ information for patients, 

including some activities that are specifically targeted at children. 

 

 The Scottish Government has announced that recruitment to the position of Deputy 

Chief Dental Officer has been paused – see attached. 

 

 

 

Stay Safe, 

 

Lee Savarrio, Chief of Dentistry  


