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Education
Taking Part in Class Work
Writing and Drawing

Drawing Lines

Pre writing skills are required before your child learns to write, then need to know how to hold
and use a pencil to draw, write, copy and colour. Letters, numbers and early drawings are made
up of a number of prewriting shapes. It is important that your child masters these shapes prior
to learning to write as these shapes are used to form legible letters and numbers. Children tend
to learn the shapes in the order below:

L Nl Sd @) Edum

Horizontal line Vertical line Circle Intersecting
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Diagonal line Diagonal cross Square Triangle

Activity Ideas

e Get your child to trace over all the shapes above on a large sheet of
paper using items such as building blocks, beads, play dough (see below
for homemade play dough recipe), string, pipe cleaners and stickers.

e Encourage your child to draw all the shapes using their pointer finger in a
baking tray which can be filled with wet sand, dry sand, rice or lentils.
You can also use shaving foam or foam soap on the tiles in your
bathroom or on a baking tray.

e Get your child to paint the shapes using their pointer finger or a paint
brush.

e Get your child to draw the shapes using a variety of different tools
(e.g. chalk on pavement, crayons at an easel or felt tip pens).

¢ Place two small toys at either side of a large sheet of paper and get your child to draw a
horizontal line between them. Then move the toys to the top and bottom of the paper so
your child can practice a vertical line. To encourage your child to draw a circle, place a
plate, cup or any other round item on the paper and ask your child to draw around the
object.

Precautions: Supervise your child whenever they are playing with small items as these pose a choking hazard.
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Encourage your child to complete basic dot to dot puzzles, mazes, drawing trails etc.

2 cups of plain flour

2 tablespoons of vegetable oil
% cup of salt

2 tablespoons of cream of
tartar

Up to 1 % cups of boiling water
Food colouring (optional)

Mix the dry ingredients and oil
in a large mixing bowl, add the
colouring to the boiling water
(if using). Gradually add the
water until it comes together.
Once the mixture is cool get
your child to knead the dough
until the stickiness has gone.

The playdough should last for
up to 6 months if stored in an
air tight container.

Precautions: Supervise your child whenever they are playing with small items as these pose a choking hazard.
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